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THE 1947 UNION CONSTITUTION

Before 1962, there were only 4 states, namely; the Kachin, Karen,
Karenni, and the Shan. The Kachin and the Karen States were expressly denied
the right to secede. Thus Article 201 applies only to the latter two states.

CHAPTER X

RIGHT OF SECESSION

201. Save as otherwise expressly provided in this Constitution or in any Act of
Parliament made under section 199, every State shall have the right to secede
from the Union in accordance with the conditions hereinafter prescribed.

202. The right of secession shall not be exercised within ten years from the date
on which this Constitution comes into operation.

203. (1) Any State wishing to exercise the right of secession shall have a
resolution to that effect passed by its State Council. No such resolution shall be
deemed to have been passed unless not less than two-thirds of the total number
of members of the State Council concerned have voted in its favour.

(2) The Head of the State concerned shall notify the President of any such
resolution passed by the Council and shall send him a copy of such resolution
certified by the Chairman of the Council by which it was passed.

204. The President shall thereupon order a plebiscite to be taken for the purpose
of ascertaining the will of the people of the State concerned.

205. The President shall appoint a Plebiscite Commission consisting an equal
number of members representing the Union and the State concerned in order to
supervise the plebiscite.

206. Subject to the provisions of this Chapter, all matter relating to the exercise
of the right of secession shall be regulated by law.
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FROM
H E

General takes control

March 2, 1962, Burma: Army General Ne Win toppled the
administration of Premier U Nu in a military coup d'etar.
Reports from Rangoon said the coup took place about 2am,
when rebel troops arrested U Nu at his home in the capital’s
suburbs. They then arrested former president Sao Shwe Hiaik,
a Shan hereditary chief, after a briefgun battle in which his son
was killed. Cabinel members and other high officials were also
detained. Speaking in a radio broadcast, the 51-year-old gener-
al appealed for calm and said a revolutionary council had been
formed under his chairmanship. The immediate cause of the
coup was not disclosed, but it was believed that the general’s
action was 10 block the possibility ol Burma's government
structure being changed from a unitary onc (o a ic—dcml one.
Any such change, which was 3cman3£ by Teaders of Burma's
Shan state, would have put ethnic minorities on a morne equal
political footing with the ethnic Burmese. The coup was the
sccond against the Sl-year-old premier. In 1958, he was over-
thrown by General Ne Win but regained office in ¢lections I8
months later when the general voluntarily relinquished power.
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SLORC generals propose to make Inlay Lake region a major tourist
destination and to build a railroad between Shwenyaung and Namzang.
In September 1993, at a meeting during the visit of the Thai Foreign Minister,
Burma agreed to receive more tourists via Bangkok Airways and to increase
the duration of their stay.
According to that agreement, the Inlay region has been chosen as one of the
most attractive spots for tourism and the following proposals have been
made:
1. Inorder to keep the lake surface all year round as high as the water
level during the rainy season, a dam will be set up near the Mowbi
Bridge.
2. Tourist hotels of an internationally high standard will be built
between the villages of Khong Teng and Mongsawk-Panui.
3. To connect the Inlay region with Southern Shan State, the
Shwenyawng-Namzang railroad will be built.
4. Local people are ordered to bury weeds under the lake bed, clear
away the water hyacinth and erect frontier posts etc. every day.
The results of these proposals of the SLORC will be as follows:

If the lake level is to be as high as during the rainy season all year round,
7,500 acres of rice fields will be flooded and over 600,000 baskets of rice
paddy will be lost annually.

Many houses will be forced to move or be destroyed to adjust the lake
bank into a straight line in accordance with the proposal.

Many people will be forced to work on the railroad construction.
(SLORC’s 425" Infantry Battalion has already listed 8,500 names among the
population of Seeseng and Morkmai areas.)

To help cover the cost of the railroad, people in the northern area of
Yawnghwe township are being forced to pay a rate of 600 Kyat per family.

Furthermore, to avoid any rebellion of the local armed group, which has
made a cease-fire agreement, the SLORC is cooperating with them in setting
up gambling dens and entertainment centres in the area. Though the SLORC
knows very well that the local armed group is committing armed robbery
against the people in the area, it simply ignores them. In this way, communal
disturbances between Pa-O and Intha are being created.

Intha National Youth Association
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SHAN STATE
MINERALS AND VEGETATION
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