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TRANSLATION OF RELOCATION ORDER

Confidential

Township Law and Order Restoration Council
Ke Sce

Ref. no. 569/016/2-5 TLORC

Date: 1996 July 17

Chairman
Village Tract Law and Order Restoration Council
Murng Namng

Subject: Relocation to Mumg Nomg concentration village
Ref: 1) (no. of radio message)

2)( 5 )

1. In accordance with the radio messages received, the movement of the following villages of Murng Narng village
tract to Murng Nomg must be completed by July 22, 1996,

No. Village houses population
1. Wan It 63 408
2. Wan Nar 39 301
3. Mumg Porn 26 204
4. Nomg Wo 47 330
5 Nomg Tac 33 193
6. Wan Nomg 64 350
7. Nam Maw Sai 10 157
8. Nam Lin 36 a8
9. Nam Pan 41 292
10. Wan Long (Khok Nam) 104 706
11. Mark Na 15 104
12. Pa Lerng 38 274
13. Look Khar 20 112

2. The conditions of thc movement of the above villages must be reported to the Township Law and Order
Restoration Council by July 22, 1996,

(signed)
Chairman (on behalf)

Copies to:

- Commander, Light Infantry Battalion 514, Ke See Camp

- Commander, Light Infantry Battalion 514, Murng Nawng Camp

- Head of Immigration and People’s Labour Dept., Ke See

- Chairman, Village tract Law and Order Restoration Council, Murng Nawng (to resettle and take care of villagers
that have been relocated)

- office copy
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Translation
Subject
Recommendation for returning to farm
NO| NAME | AGE .| FATHER | WORK PLACE TIME PERIOD REMARK
. ! | rROM TO
1 UL 37 Loong...| NamHoo  |—t77:96————23796-| Permilted
ii for 1 week.

2 i s 45 Loong ..... " 24.7.96 30.7.96 | Permiued.
3 Sai ... |12 Loong ..... "
4 | Daw .. |40 Loaong ..... "
5 | Nang.. |18 Loong ..... "

Above are villagers of Kun Mong who arc willing to go back to work at their farms at Nam
Hoo. T herchy certify that they are people of good character.
U Win Maung
Chairman
Law and Order Restoration Council
Kun Mong Village Tract
- Mumng Nai Township
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anuni;cm's: for the Displaced Shans

July 23, 1996
Suhject: The refugee crisis on the Shan-Thai horder

Ta: The Representative
UNHCR

This letier is an urgent appeal from the Volunteers for Displaced Shans (VDS) to the UNHCR
iy make an eflective response to the current refugee crisis along the Shan-"Thai border. The VDS
is a non-government organisation set up by a group of Shan volunteers in 1994, to give
humanitarian assistance to Shan refugees along the Shan-Thai border. We are a non-political,
non-profit organisation, .

Refugees are continuing to flow across the Shan border into Thailand as-a result of the SLORC’s
forced relocation programme, and persecution by the SLORC Army. Estimates of refugees that
have ¢rossed the border since April 1996 are in the tens of thousands, (See Appendix 1, Shan
Human Rights Foundation Report: Forced Relocation in Central and Southern Shan Slate.}

Sadly, unlike on the Karen and Karenni horders, there are no refugee camps where the villagers
feeing from Shan State can seck sanctuary, Thailand is continuing with its policy of pushing
back refugees along the Shan border irrespective of (heir reasons for fleeing, (As recenlly as last
week, on July 18 and 19, Thai police raided Lahu villages in northern Chiang Mai province and
trucked over 100 Lahu refugees who had fled SLORC abuses back to the border.) As a resull,
the refugees are forced to disperse as soon as they arrive to avoid arrest as illegal immigrants,
so there is little visible proof of their existence. Up i1l now there has been no official Thai
acknowledgement of this refugee influx. The official Thai reponse on this issue has been that
there are currently no refugees from Shan State, and that the Shans arriving in Thailand are
simply economic migrants.

In fact, interviews with Shans arriving at the border give ample evidence that this is not the case.
(See Appendix 2, Karen Human Rights Group Repart on Forced Relocation in Central Shan
State) Mearly all of the refugees interviewed came to Thailand because of forced relocation and
fear of persecution. Most of them had come as entire families, including grandparents and small
children, Even though some men interviewed had been to Thailand 1o work before alone, they
were now returning to Thailand with their whole families because they had been forced from
their homes inside Shan State.

All Shans living alodly the border state that the current refugee influx is unprecedented, A
comman comment is that "soon there will be no more Shans in Shan State.” The situation is thus
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at a crisis point. There have been repeated large scale arrests of refugees fram Shan State, and
the prisons in Chiang Mai are full (See Appendix 3, Interview by Shan Human Rights
Foundation of Burmese refugee in Chiang Mai). Those arriving are at the mercy of unscrupulous
iraffickers, and corrupt officials. Olien too afraid to g0 to Thai hospitals, some refugees have
died of trealable illnesses (See appendix 4, Interview hy Shan Human Rights Foundation of Shan
refugee in Chiang Mai). At one worksite north of Chiang Mai, out of 200 Shans living in shacks
beside the construction arca, 60 are young children.

Whereas in the past, some Shan refugees that have heen pushed hack across the border by Thai
authorities have heen able to establish settlements in the Shan-controlled liberated areas under
the Shan Mang Tai Army, this is no longer an option following the surrender of the MTA. One
such refugee settlement established early last year across the border from northern Chiang Rai
province was raided on July 2 by SLORC tronps. The refugees are now hiding in Thai villages
along the border. These refugees have begged VDS to let a refugee camp be set up for them
insice Thailand.

It is imperative that immediate action be taken lo give assistance (o these victims of the SLORC’s
persecution in Shan State. It is our understanding that the UNHCR has the responsibility to
ensure that these refugees are given the right to asylum and to receive adequate reliefl assistance
and protection. The VDS therefore earnestly requests the UNHCR to ask the Thai government
1 take the following steps immediately:

1. 'T'o set up refugee camps at suitable locations on the Shan-Thai border, in the provinces of
Mae Hong Son, Chiang Mai and Chiang Rai.

2. Tuo allow NGOs aceess to these camps to provide basic humanitarinn assistance.
The VDS is willing to assist in (his process in any way possible.
I look forward to an early response.

Yours sincerely,

0o
[ _'__H.:{L""”_‘f—'
I{huKH,y{Oo 35/7&
Chairman
Volunteers for Displaced Shans
P.O.Box 7

Mae Hong Son
Thailuud 5800

cc. Embassies
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BURMESE BORDER CAMP LOCATIONS WITH POPULATION FIGURES @:;w
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KARENN]
Camp 2
Camp 3
BURMA Camp 4
Camp 3

KAREN
K1 Mae Ye Hia
N K2 U Da Hua
wed| K3 Khlo Pa
fué\!f
K4 Mae Sa Guep
¥.3a Mae Kong Kha

1 "“-«,,.'_

~r » Chiang Mai

s k.3t Ban Sala
K kb Huai Heag
L} a 1
,-_us_‘_}-;i:’!- Sariang K7 Mae Ra Ma Luang
— c K& Maz Ta Waw
<t x
.fﬂ “ : K9 Mae Salit
e
: 'y . ’5/"" i THAD AWD K10 Shoklo
“wm;‘ l'-./_ié"i - K11 bae Pla Sa
- T K12 Kler Kha
Haren M K13 Kamaw Lay Khe
State L1
i+ a= Sot K14 Mae La
M yawaddy . Wit K12 Don Pa Kiang
K16 Wangka
'K17 Mawker
KIE Ta Per Puo

K1% Tay Lor Kee

K20 Kler Tar

K21 Ber Kruna
Nu Fo

Ban Don Yang

A MI1* Hiee Wa Doh

K24 Phu Muang

; 3 7% B
1ehabur : K25 Ban Huay Suy
K26 Ban Bo Wi

Tham Hin
K27* Huay Sam
K28 Chumpon

MON
Prachuap Kiri I(han M1* Halochanee
My M2* Bee Ree
M3* Tavoy

M4* Fra Chuap

TOTAL
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K21 Hiee Lai Pah
K2 Tho Kah

(site 1)

(site 2)

¥ Sites an Burmia side of th? border,

93,321

4,166
2,533
2,288
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8,987
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Hundreds starving
after fleeing Burma

No help coming from
govt or private bodies

Subin Khuenkaew
Mae iHong Son

Hundreds of ethnic minority peo-
ple who recently escaped from
fighting in Burma into Thailand are
now stafving with many children suf-
fering from diarrhoea and malaria.

The human train of suffering
surged over the border on Monday
and took refuge near Pang Yon, a
village in Tambon Na Poo Pong, Pang
Ma Pha district, after fighting erupt-
ed between Burmese troops and Shan
rebels near the border, said a Thai
border official.

Most refugees are facing food and
water shortages, said the official who
added many of the children are suffer-
' ing from acute diarrhoea and malaria
which have spread through their tem-
porary shelter.

So far there has been no help from
government or private organisations,
the official said.

“The refugees are waiting for help
from state and private organisations.
They lack food and water. Many chil-
dren have fallen 1ll.”

Meanwhile, border sources said
about 100 Burmese soldiers from the
525th Battalion on Monday entered
Thailand at Thong Na village in Tam-
bon Na Poo Pom, about two kilo-
metres from the common border.

The group reportedly sought per-
mission from the village headman to
pass through to a Burmese village,
but the request was turned down.

The group retreated into Burma af- |

ter learning a Thai border patrol unit
was heading towards the border vil-
lage, said the sources.

A Shan State Army source said yes-
terday about 180 of its guerrillas had
launched attacks on Burmese soldiers
at a checkpoint near Ho Mong town
on February 11, killing two and seri-
ously wounding five others.

The guerrillas wanted to seize some
government-controlled areas in Ho
Mong so they could retrieve firearms

hidden in the town, the source said. |
The rebels reportedly hid a large |

quantity of war weapons in Ho Mong
before their former leader, Khun Sa,
surrendered to the Burmese junta two
years ago.

The surrender was reportedly made

under a deal that Khun Sa had to end |
his armed resistance to the govern- '

ment and give up drug trafficking.
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BANGKOK POST

THURSDAY OCTOBER 7; 1996

—

Thailand accused of

forced repatriation

A. mnesty International said yester-

ay it feared for the safety of
about 200 Burmese refugees which it
said had been forced back into Burma
by Thai officials last week.’

The London-based human rights
organisation said Thai officials forced
about 200 Akha and Lahu refugees
back across the border to their village
in northeastern Burma on October
12,

Lahu and Akha are ethnic groups
living in Burma’s northeastern Shan
State.

“While Amnesty International
fears for the safety of these returnees,
the organisation is also concerned
that the Thai authorities may forcibly
return to Myanmar (Burma) other
refugees from the Shan State who are
fleeing widespread human rights vio-
lations there,” Amnesty said in a
statement received in Bangkok by
Reuters.

The statement also said Burmese
soldiers interrogated and beat male
villagers on October 8 to get informa-
tion on the presence of Shan rebel
insurgents in the village. The soldiers
left the wvillage but took the Lahu
headman and two other men, who
have not been heard from since.

Since early this year, about 20,000
refugees from the Shan State fleeing
human rights violations have sought
protection in Thailand. Amnesty said.
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FIAN Intemnational Seeretariat
P.OBox 102243
D-69012 Heldelberg, Germany

= +++ URGENT ACTION + -+ el + 002185060
=iIsT=

[ — Fax: -+ 449-6221-830545
_*_) emuil:
FIAN-15@oln. comlink.apc.org

Urgent action 03/97 29.4.97

Concerning: Forced relocation of about 100.000 Shan-people in Burma

Jackeround:

____AREA OF FORCED RELOCATION

Burmas® ruling junta is constantly oppressing the national
minorities of Burma in the border areas ol Burma. This
oppression and denial of minority rights has resulted in quasi
permanent Iighting with various resistance groups of these
minorities,

One of the strategies of the Burimese army o fight these groups
has been to cut them off the assistence they could get from the
local villagers, namely food, funds, intelligence and recruits.

For this purpose the army has been relocating the population i
ol the regions where the resistance group could get help, The *
depopulated areas are declared | fire-free* zones. i
i )
In 1996, Burma’s ruling SLORC (=State ,Law and Order® 1 yr"“') vk i
Restaration Council) has started another systematic forced | .zl
relocation program in the Central Shan State in the west of | e 3
Burma. Until now more than 100.000 persons, fram 600 villages | U
have been lorcibly evicted. The conditions the village families | A
were forced to live in' the relocation sites along the roadside | j)‘f\

are very bad and many of them do not have enough to eat. That
is why about 20.000 of the forcibly relocated persons tried to e —¥— 2
escape the desperate situation by fleeing across the border o LEremmee
Thailand.

Contrary to its former policies towards Burmese refugees, the

government of Thailand doesn’t acknowledge the Shan refugees who fled Burma in 1996 and became
‘refugees. Therefore, they cannot stay in refugee camps and do not have the right to recieve humanitarian
assistance from international aid erganisations, including food aid. The families are trying to feed
themselves by working on farms near Chiang Mai or on construction sites in the town. The irregular
and underpaid work they can get as illegal migrants isn’t enough to nourish the whole family. Starvation
and undernourishment are the result and the right to food of the refugees is at stake. Some people,
especially elders and children are dying because of diseases related to undernourishment.

The refusal of the Thai government to allow the setting up of Shan refugee camps is a manifestation of
the transformed relation of the Thai government with the SLORC.

The government of Thailand has, in the past, ensured the right to food of the Burmese refugees by
approving the construction and maintainance of refugee camps by international aid agencies. However,
the government now changes this policy because it doesn’t want to impede its good business and
diplomatic ties with SLORC which would provide them with natural gas and other economically wanted
resources. [n order to maintain its good relation with SLORC the Thai government wants (o get rid of
the Burmese refugees and thus refuses to recognise them as refugees.

The Thai government is obliged by the Declaration of Human Rights to respect the right of the refugees
1o feed themselves.
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Reasons for the urgent action:
An international letter protest action may urge the government of Thailand to review its policy towards
the Burmese refugees and and allow the construction of refugee camps for the Shan refugees.

Recommended action:

Please send faxes or letters to the Government of Thailand, the embassy of Thailand in your country and
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Please express your concern about the violations
of the refugees right to feed themselves and demand the Thai government to ensure the right to food of
the Burmese refugees by allowing them to live in refugee camps and to be provided with food by
international aid agencies.

End of Action: 30.06.1997

ﬂ!l CS5CS5.

Prime Minister General Chavalit Yongchaiyudh
Office of the Prime Minister

Government House

Nakhorn Pathom Road

Bangkok 10300

Thailand

Fax: +66 2 280 1443

United Nation High Commissioner for Refuguees
Case postale 2500

Ch - 1211 Genéve, No. 2 Dépdt

Switzerland

The Embassy of Thailand in your country
(please inform yourself about the adress by your telephone inquiery)

bbbt AR a2 Rt s R R ELE LSRR RS LR EL AL R L LY

Please inform the international secretariat of FIAN of any response to your letters.

74




G =
cpes;c0c 8

“ofte808c3h; codiurobion sduciidedeodiodBiancdind v, Jodecsfony; oBdiepdierd, cpiadfivied;
AdicbEuoddebepcbioddncdiddichid eed,ed

(=%

n

giver wily
Lywing arder
wib b ghats

¥ 4 by wwka bt xaa amEry ‘sa;s_'le 1
| i ek 3 O : i Gl 8 } s have b ol | :

75




TERRM lfé SHAH ST:&?E

hatmm;ls! and ‘%a;“z?; :

spuiied them of bebng %Lma)“h § of renegus
tierswho contbie ol Buonese troaps
surrendier, They ware &y 6 ATBY Lanp and

i s they hesd o
Mang Hiwe,

land sand "My b
Witlesh, Ar tha dime, Naog

nowv i T
¢y ey were
il old,

the first tme o1 Rt
ks have fnhen ¢

s Finea's z:h; dway

Kank viilagers - Mang Hhe
o hofory, adding that alingetber

mmied down our hotes
“Wa came frere [ hafand] beo
siys N

ive feas,” A ek

i 2 mivies,
ahe tirst GelGre strofing into the
e e ot eave the willageth,

i, 1T W
¢, S hus
st her Bouse. “We gl had m run,’

m( weni W # reloesting

“recalied \zmg ‘rm_ F ub-.iy,
hat was undble o slay thare R fong
becasse thors wis po sk, Bheals visd raped harassment. Mung
¥ and ey Bl eventnally de i et Thaifandd

1 she cams i O h;un;, tlgi, Mung Yin and her fandly stayed

il whers thay were plao onable o ¥ind sy ju
H B Ring, who is enly 12 work at 3 noodie
shep gwner o the sbop farer wiek See Sint to Chiang Mai

for m

7Rt st never shme bdok. When they weat Wogec the
nandls ¢ i

ap ewiier, he threatened I vou eome again aod ask
sheat vouy piote Lwil call thep
1w robbed by Buvne S glabe] - here my wiesd was
stolen by o That,” said Nang Y, waepin
Wang Moo villagers sold thrae $han girls, alt 15 whe wers caughe
ard sapod while diey sere Barvesing w0 el farms, One gied disd
afier her oenitals were hurned,
“The Burmese aemy baz o beenes 1o iierrogate aivone they s
£Ct. ine} can detain e kil women the i v raped,” sand Lios sar-
‘,iilﬂ iy

_Mﬁ@%@@

39, wes apprchended wfne the sty
fonnd bwo butteries. His nercyators tonciude
gsed e vwo hafleries for bis walkie
et information t the MTA,
ried that he was fer ki,

gontact ar s

1§ wis len
"l Shan state, i yos ris,
Rithed” siad Sw Linne “There b no ustive, se

Whatwe
Linn,
Sai Mo, 28 is o Pang Balore. Hali of te people i my

Elage ha g.r.")nt; o Thusland, “TE staved w Shan state | vt

ve seanse Far ia the saapones of B

Em Nm s fﬁrms‘z foowork before he cams o Thetlasl
e recatled hishitier experiescesas o poriet " The Slow sol
dhivrs guarded the road 4l the tne fo provest s from renaing
away. We had o fike our food with us.” Bat he sscaped even.
tuadly.

He ot pand for his work bt B labour hus been exploded,

W have been explioited ainge we arcived bi Thailand, Wz
bave been in Chiang Mai for theee monmhs. At Grst, vur eig-
plover seemied nice. He said he wonld ghve s some money

But then he di‘i.ipp 2F We worked for bwo months and
for 15 divs we id sot fecsive anytiung, There are 360 of us
why were not said,” he ailded,

76




sl I

TERROR IN SHAN STATE ;'

& ontinamd Fom poige 10

At ons oonstustios s i, Shans receive
Tirhaht ey »1 bt havein ;,'_p, o B each
i ﬂzs“ ppbice For Mol s
" N(» ey el s,){‘ :
el Py Boon arveared,
Bt sighed.
a5 ot The }‘10&*

ey B fw 1t sdufmv—n‘ gw..g;
¥

; 3 jobr, D work oniy o o
wepka 3 manth.” Mo dee the builduig o
e ai : Bpen working
npfoiy, e and
ey St g sk o feave, W
down go pow : Trasked

O averding, # duzen Bhans el the siie

TERRCR 1H SHAK STATE

earrying their bags. ihey were p,a ming ko
S T BNt constriction vt Bat am
NGO worker satd, “They can be cizested
on the w‘lv a8 has appened muay o
hefore

When asked how the probles can b
sofved, i NOU worker and, “Yhe prch-
ke is Slere o there is ensugh evidencs
that they are doving penpls cit of their
fand,”

Yhap s needly wapriship since the
Bangoon joni ﬁas ono find o lasting
sehition o the ;miw:“r antd ponflices w
Shan sute which has been poing oo for
et o dep Fds.\% S; Ry 3:;\&&

s

rale, His 1E!rict?‘.n
iwmmi[v B
fie nog-f
vity and the praservaion ofths
fvanmar {Busmal,
Pt v onw b Shaw sty volleves anv-
thing fhat e geserals say, B

Jento :ﬁ?fiﬁ%s:aaﬁf Shans

-.3 M} vhearly that # iy
popotaive el imeedate
action be ke o pive pesis
g b these viciing of the
Shose's perasouion it Shan
Stake, Indead, the UKHOR i
Thiilad bas & buge respon-
sibitity to solve the infloy of
Shn redligess.

However, i1 i3 still
: .iaui:tm; andizer wihether i
: CRean ety sekie the
¢ whﬂ; thie safferings of
ans recerve lttle itiention.
Avihings st o the nage
suent, there = Bl hope fo see
Ay meracs shif in That go
pakicy mwxd_s Hhans.

s spp;;ii lt:ﬁur, SO 1”?\& R o
m El\mbimk aned NGO witke

their roie K pla,y, Eomm.
worker in Chisng Maz, - ©
e NOO worker based s northorn
Thailund with almast 19 venrs sxperience
summed wp: “Firgh, they [UNHCR and
“Thai] shoald recognise the perseeution
gaing on i Shan st~ secomlly, they
shanld 'emgmsr. the lan ge aamber af

Yol 4 No. 14, 5ep 30,

iy alention fo the piight of Shans,

peupls coring He Dhailand Exfz'mus-mi" pri

i ;_;mz‘-i»;’sin i
s:twri?.v ets%:ii ﬁi;:o' ha

Ll i 0 szn e *e:fgats*xis it 35 i\, sk L;S
s a swtalde doe
By o Hien &

1 provide hasic busaias
il asuistance,

Fhe MGO workes siid:
YW mead I wizent answer |
- B Shans —owe have o flad
what the sehmons e - uoy
sption is fo set up refiges
camps. The offictals of the

; s and That mw“w
i takz fendieship onthis e

¢ 15 taking the back seat<owho
T %‘hcv Haven’t even admit-

Sadly, very fe-.e W i Chineg Mai

: mey st, saYS &1 observerin Cliang
B ha!re to st oo sl thﬂ\«:{m_s_l: =

can 1o longer wait becmm thc_ gt rmu
ous sufferings are invreasing™

He stressed: “Hefore njore 12 yearsald
girls get Kiduapped and sold and mpree
people: die of diseuses and ihneuses i con-
strmetion sites, concerned orpanisations
nued bo e su;m::.hmg o -




cgeé;mé R

“egdiafo1e8;008 8083818 8;0%: epedieddqed:diod: RcBi§eadiplofiqdians v8diey
cSiebedund edged,” géov;c8&008eds; é@eaeécgeé;cgé;c&c&ué&a%:ué,a&

“They Make a Desert and

Call It Peace”
SLORC’s War Against Shan State

By Donald M. Seekins

ne warm evening last year 1 went with a
Ofricnd ta a Buddhist temple in Chisng Mai

where relugees were staying. They had
fled from Shan State in eastern Burma and had
spent several months living hand-to-mouth in
northern Thailand. About forty 1o fifty peaple, men,
women and children of all ages, were sitting
together in an ill-it storage building in the wemple
compound, Most came from the same village.,

We sat across from a semi-circle of older nyen.
There was a problem, one of them explained, The
group had decided to come 10 Chiang Mai, a major
resort and tourist area, because they were told they
could purchase Thai work permits there for only
200 bahts each. The economy was booming and
there were plenty of jobs at construction sites, But
employers demancled 4,500 hahts for a permit {(one
haht, the Thai currency, was worth about four U5,
cents at the time). Without permits and without
work, they were wondering whether they shouldn't
relurn to Fang, a town on the border where they
had stayed alter leaving Burma, There wasn't much
work in Fang, but they could probably scrape by,
They wanted my friend's advice,

They came from a place called Nam Zarng, deep
in Shan State some two hundred kilometers north-
west of Fang. Most of them were rice and sugar

cane farmers. In February of 1996, Burmese sol-
diers hurned down their houses hecause they were
suspected of harboring insurpents. The villagers
stayed in the area until April. Then the soldiers
moved them at gunpoint to a reseulement site
located adjacent 1 an army base, son nething like a
Vielnam War-era Strategic Hamlet,

There was very little food. The soldiers sold
them rice, but the people thought i might be poi-
soned, since several of them died alter eating it
There was also an outhreak of cholera. My friend
told me that the poisoned rice story couldn't be
proven but that he had heard it several mes
before from other Shan refugees. In desperation,
the proup fled to Thailand.

Shan State—hordered by Thailand, Laos, and
China's Yunnan Province—is mountainous country,
a rich wpestry of ethnic groups including not only
the Shan, who are related culturally and linguisti-
cally to the Thais, but the Wa, Palaung, Akha, Pa-
Q, Kachin, Lahu and some Chinese. 1 is well-
known to the owtside world as the world's largest
supply area for opium, converled into heroin in
makeshilt labs and shipped to markets from Hong
Kong to Harlem. Khun Sa, the notorious Shan
Chinese -drug warlord who has a price on his head
in the United States, surrendered 10 the Burmese

Donald M. Seekins, a professor at Meio University in Nago,: Okinawa, wrote this arti-
cle following field-work with the Shan people who have long struggled against the

domination of the Burmese state.
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Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, winner of the 1991 Nobel
Peace Prize. While she and her comrades in the
opposition party, the National League for
Democracy, deserve international support and
encouragement, it is easy to forget that most of the
suffering in Burma is silent, invisible. Getting the
military regime to concede political space to Aung
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San Suu Kyi is only one small step in the long
struggle for democracy in her country, L]

Readlers tnterested i learning more abouwt the silua-
tlon {n Shan Stale can contact the Shan Htuman
Rights Foundation, F.O. Box 201, Phrasing Post
Office, Chiang Mai 50200 Thailand.

Map of the Area of Forced Relocation
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military regime, the State Law and Order
Restortion Council (SLORC), in early 1996 and
now lives in comforiable retirement in
Rangoon, The collapse of Khun Sa's 20,000-
nan private anmy enabled the regime o ham-
mer down Shan State with an iron fist.

Life has never been easy for the people of
Nam Zarng. For years, their land was fought
aver by Shan insurgents and central govern--
ment roops. The insurgents generally hehaved
themselves and refrained from stealing food.
But the SLORC soldiers, mostly members of the
Burman ethnic majority who live in the central
part ol the country, just ook what they wanted
and extracted huge cash payments from the
local people

Por most, the greatest hardship was forced
labor and porterage. The troops rounded up
Jocal men and women, tying them up to packs
of 30 to 40 kilograms each, so they couldn’t
escape, and marched them ofl 10 battle zones,
often for months at a time. According 1o the
relugees, each SLORC soldier was served by an
average of three poriers. They were not fed or
given any kind ol payment. To survive, they hud to
bring their own lood or beg for it from villages
ey passed through, Sometimes, the refugecs old
us, sympathetic villagers gave them meat and other
good food hut the soldiers wok i for themselves.

Why, | asked, were women forced to be porters,
since women are usually not as strong as men?
One of the refugees explained that it was a com-
mon practice for the SLORC soldiers, when fighting
insurpents, to get the women to be human shielcls,
walking in: front ol them so the insurgents would
be reluctant to shoot, Perhaps for reasons of
shame, the refugees did not—as human rights
ohservers have reported—mention that women
porters are ofien sexually abused by the soldiers.

Hardships in Thailand

Lile on the Thai side of the border was sater thun
in Shan State, but the refugees could harely survive
on duy wages. The best work was during the
lychee season. For picking, sorting and peeling
lychee Truit, a person could earn about 80 laht
{about US$3.20) a day. Bul there was not cnough
work to go around, and the lychee season was
short, oecurring in June. Aller that, 4 litle money
could be made picking onions or working in rice
ficlds. Unlike the case of other ethnic minority
refugees from Burma, such as the Karen and the
Karenni, the Thai government has not allowed the

Shetit refugees— Pt by Donald M Suelelns

condtruction of refugee camps for the Shan Siate
people. Many come into Thailand as indlivicluals or
small groups, hoping o get work as manual labor-
ers,

The hardships which the Rangoon military
regime has imposed on people in ethnic minority
areas are part of the long-established "Four Cuts®
stralegy: to deprive insurgents of food, money,
intelligence, and recruits. An estimated 100,000 vil-
lagers in Shan State were forcibly relocated in 19496,
Hundreds of people cross over from Shan State to
Thailand every day. The first century A.D. Roman
historian Tacitus said it best: “they make a desen
and call it peace.” ;

Alter some consultation, the elders of the group
decided it would be beter to return to the border.
My [riend and [ helped serape together lunds for
rice und transportation.

In late January of this year, SLORC hepan a bru-
tal campaign to crush the Karen ethnic minority
group living to the south of Shan State, attacking
Karen refugee camps on Thai soil and [orcing wns
of thousands of people o flee into the jungle.
Karen guerrillas, supporters ol the Karen National
Union, have fought the Burmese central govern-
ment for maore than hall a century. SLORC is deter-
mined to end Karen resistance once and for all. Bul
the experience of Shan State, where local insur-
pents and warlords have signed cease-fire agree-
ments with the regime, shows that if the suerrillas
surrender, their people's sulfering will only hecome
WITSHL .

When we think of Burma, we usually think ol

AMPO: Japan Asia Quarterly Review vol. 27 No. 4
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Forced Labour and
Restrictions at Forced
Relocation Sites

Since 121156, Cage. Khin Mumg bas oc-
2 { Ton H o

Murngsal townstip, wha tad been forced 10
move o ToaHooag relocation site during March
& Apel, 1996, They were forced 1o build &
military base w1 Too Hoong ndif they wanted 1o
o and work in thekr farms ey had 10 a5k for

periom.
i allowed Toreed:

iTlage 'z
Murngnsl toamskip o o 3ad spi teak logs
234 ks Uar iete fence pasts with 5 boles in
gd.qu.mmuhumpwmbut
e it Soued o finish 24 Jeast 10 posss, VEDg-
o8 have (0 Takn nares and weork evecyday Up io

Ve prececs.
Every 10 days, be wonld onfer 3 baflock -

do ot (hing ot mother all the time — miaking
feace, cutling wood, spiitdng wood, digging
il ing bush

porieas ¢1e.

P
Bave beeoane alrost matioe.
dked foc ? duys and

¥
o0 owthe baak of § bween, sbow: 60 miles car

Aot e

of Ton llmn;.’i'hqﬂunmanllnhdtel

villape weeis 4o cary the
mr—mmﬂlfhﬂl Sugmrane

1000 Kyt for esch sdult. They paid 350 Kyas
each i v

area ae then

pleststion awmers in g
fore=d to buy a4 the grice of %0 ¥x a picee.

On 3.51.95, Skese commasder Capt. Khin

been smparsrily pocted 40 Kacog Tawag wea.
Minrrgral township, et 8 wiite ortler i the
‘headman of Ton Hoceg willage toact, The hetier

willagers who
fad gone 1o sy aver-night and worll B their
farmns aoe fields ia the ares (9 gome back 1o Ton
Hoong, willage within 3-10.11.96. Adwer chat,
anhmMﬂdhﬂMh
sorused of being SURA saidlers and shot ca
sight. witheal asking any question.

In some pelocalion sies, cundiismd Bave
hetome susbesrails fo propletie Tae¥s, 37,
o ha, his wille aod 4 children - the Yoangest

[ 1l

aagely
to Thailand, His Fumily wis ameng the peaple of
Bawng Nurm. village, Nawng Hee inaci,

villege
104 450 Babt 10 3 village i Thailand where they
arrived 0a 11.12.95.

& woman of 40, Nai Leng, 3 months preg-
nant, with her two tecaage dasghtess amived 8 8
honder village I Faog oo 20 12.96. Her family,

From Fa Sar vitlage 1o Too Hoong relocsaon site
in Numasrng wwnship during Mareh-Apeil
Afmrataying st Ton Hoong for over & motih oo
their moagr food ey snsaked back 1o work a1
thielr cetmms furm oL their onginal village of F2
Zar. Bt one duy on the way 10 their farm, ber
Prushiand was selued by Shorc soldiees of no.55
[Division t Sarve & & poTer, sarEeline in Au-
e, e never came bae' and b could not eRm
hertivie g widhher rao dvaghicrs. Thelr howse 8L
Paar was burni dewn by the Burmese sakbers
snd rite planis in the area looked too weak 1o
yield n good encagh hervast. Becruse the farm-
s wese not aliesed 10 wed their paddy prop-
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